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Specific Aims Peer Review Worksheet 2018
Name of author (you are reviewing) _____________________________________________________________
Instructions: The first time you read through a paper, try to hold off on writing comments.  Instead, take the time to read the paper in its entirety. If you need to take some notes, do so on another piece of paper. This strategy will prevent you from making over-hasty judgments, such as faulting a student for omitting evidence that actually appears later in the paper. While you may expect this strategy to take more time, it can actually save you time by allowing you to focus your feedback on the most important strengths and weaknesses you want to bring to the writer's attention.  Use the back of this page for more space with number of question next to them.
Give constructive criticism.  You should provide both positive and negative feedback, and justify your comments with your reasoning.
1. 
Clarity: Read your classmate’s paper rapidly and mark with a * in the margins any parts you do not understand immediately. Underline/circle sentences which are unclear to you. Comment below why you felt their Specific Aims were easy to understand or not.  
2. 
Intro paragraph: What is the focus of their project, as you have understood it (1 sentence)?
3. Gap: What is the gap in knowledge (unknowns) they are testing in your own words (1 sentence)?
4. What is the main hypothesis? (1 sentence)
5. Long-term goal: What is their long-term goal?  (1 sentence)
6. Does the long-term goal of the project reflect the background & objectives/rationale given? Explain why or why not.
7. Specific Aims: 

(a) Are the specific aims ALL relevant to the primary goals of the project? 

(b) Do these ALL of the aims fill in the knowledge gap that the author discusses in the intro?  

(c) Does the hypotheses correspond to the stated aims? 

Explain why or why not & comment on things that worked well or need to be revised.

8. Approaches: Are all of the aims/hypotheses testable using bioinformatic, genomic or proteomic approaches? 
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